CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



Bill Shaw 



Jim Gale




Jonathan Sykes 










David Clark  :  Parish Clerk
ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

11
WCC Cllr D Lay, Cllr Amanda Holroyd,  PC John Davies

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
Item 8 -  J Sykes declared his direct interest in the status of Bridleway 3.

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 19 September 2002 were approved.  Proposed by J Sykes, seconded by W Shaw.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING  
4.1
There were no matters arising.

ITEM 5 : AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS FOR FY 2001/02
5.1
The Clerk produced and read the audit statement by MAZARS. There had been no matters raised and the accounts had been accepted.   The bill had therefore been presented at the 'basic' rate.  The Clerk, as RFO,  was congratulated and instructed to write to Mrs Orlick, the internal auditor,  and express the thanks of the Council.  Action : Clerk 

ITEM 6 : REVIEW  OF CLERK'S  SALARY

6.1
During discussion the subject of additional payment for 'excess' hours was raised and it was agreed that the Chair would provide a briefing on which a decision could be made at the next (December) meeting.  

6.2
The salary proposed in the brief accompanying the agenda was acceptable.  However, it was agreed that this should not be adopted until such time as it was agreed whether recognition of excess hours should result in  a revised method of calculating the salary or payment of a separate 'supplement'. Action : Chair and all at December Meeting.

ITEM 7 : REVIEW OF BUDGET
7.1
The Clerk introduced the latest Budget forecast outcome - provided with the agenda.   The reasons for the forecast overspend were noted and accepted as was the risk assessment.  J Sykes, as the Council member of the Village Design Statement team advised that the £200 provided for that purpose would not be required since the VDS team had raised adequate funds.  It was therefore agreed that the VDS and General Contingency reserves should be reduced by £200 and £49.65 respectively to bring the Budget back into balance.  Proposed by J Gale, seconded by D Brown.   Action : Clerk/RFO
ITEM 8 : RoW  MANAGEMENT
8.1
The Chair opened by reading the letter he had sent to Richard Lander WCC expressing the Council's appreciation of Mr P Gerrard's efforts at the last meeting and highlighting the issue of conflicting interests which had arisen - again.  He then read Mr Lander's response and noted that it offered no help.

8.2
The Council then turned to the two currently outstanding issues on which policy/the way ahead needed to be resolved.  Whether the Council should now respond to the WCC request for a contribution to the ' hierarchy of RoW' exercise, and whether  action should now be taken to seek the imposition by WCC of a Traffic Regulation Order on one or more of the RoW which were most vulnerable to use by recreational motor vehicles and on which the greatest safety hazards were felt to be evident.

8.3
Discussion was extensive and various responses were explored. It was finally unanimously agreed that :-

8.3.1
An input to the hierarchy of RoW exercise should be made.  Action would be taken 'ex committee' to ensure a response was available in December/January. In the meantime the Clerk should write to WCC and confirm that action was in hand. Action : Clerk.
8.3.2
The option of pressing for one or more TRO's should be pursued but not at this time. It was felt that a delay of 6 months was probably appropriate.

 ITEM 9 : ANONYMOUS DONATION RESERVE
9.1
The provision of a new Council notice-board remained the primary candidate for this funding:  an estimate of cost was still awaited.  It was agreed that the provision of two official boards remained an option subject to cost within this reserve funding.  The Clerk to explore the possibility of a shared Chute/Chute Forest facility at Lower Chute.  Action: Clerk.
ITEM 10 :  POST OF EMERGENCY PLANNING OFFICER
10.1
The Clerk confirmed that Chute Forest Council had still not found a candidate. Two Chute candidates were identified and the Chair agreed to approach them - failing that to seek a volunteer through the Chute Chronicle.   Work on flood preparations would also potentially fall to this appointment.    Action : Chair.

ITEM 11 : NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
11.1
The Clerk stated that there seemed to be grounds for uncertainty over how the scheme was supposed to operate these days - internet access was not an option for all in the community -  and explained the action he had taken to seek clarification.  W Shaw confirmed that he had previously been briefed and was liaising with Tidworth Police.

ITEM 12 :  AUTHORISED EXPENDITURE
12.1
The scheduled grants to the Poppy Appeal, CPCC and the Playing Field Committee were approved.    The payments to MAZARS for audit fees, and to the Clerk to refund 1st half year's expenses incurred were approved on the basis of vouchers/invoices presented. All as proposed in the agenda :  proposed by W Shaw, seconded by J Sykes.

12.2
The other item proposed on the agenda was payment to the Clerk of salary for 1st half year - approval was postponed till the December meeting - see Item 6 above.

ITEM 13 : ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
Tibbs Meadow - Safety Posts  D Merritt noted that some of the wooden posts,  placed to prevent children running from Tibbs Meadow directly into the road at the head of Butts Hill, had disappeared.  J Sykes volunteered to replace these.  Action : J Sykes.
13.2
Tibbs Meadow - Hedging  D Brown noted that the hedge at the rear of the Shaftesbury HA section of Tibbs Meadow, facing Lambourne House, were intruding into the road.   J Sykes volunteered to see to this.   Action : J Sykes.
13.3
Allotments  D Brown indicated that some parishioners might wish to obtain an allotment.  The Clerk confirmed that, if approached, he would initiate a waiting list and place the individuals on it.   He confirmed that there were none available at present.  

13.4
Village Design Statement   J Sykes stated that most of the raw material had now been assembled and that, following summer and harvest distractions,  the Team would be pressing on with a view to completing the exercise this winter.

14.4
Trees Complaint by Mrs Mustey  The Clerk advised that, following advice of a tree fallen from within the 'pit' behind Mrs Mustey's  property,  he had been in touch with KDC and, after some initial difficulty,  they had both accepted responsibility and undertaken to do any necessary remedial work as soon as practicable.  

14.5
The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for the 12th December and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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